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aru is a Japanese word that represents a philosophical state of
being and existence for things. We believe our vision for design
that unpretentiously lives in our environments traces the nature of

what this word stands for.

aruld "E3 1 W SBNFEARBRPNYRILITSYRTY, BRICZFZICEE
T3, EVWSEBEREELTVWT, £F0PICHRNCEE D, TABIMEEN
BEEITTHIYERRBLULTVET,

aru.



Assembly process, aru factory / #fARIC&% 2 TE TOMEMIL TODHE

Photo taken in Tochigi, Japan, 2022




Brand Philosophy

Door handles can be found in a variety of living environments
around the world and are likely one of the most frequently touched
products that go unnoticed. Then, designing door handles may be
one of the most unseen ways to be a part of people’s lives. If this
is the case, it implies that designing door handles has the potential

to have a large or small impact on people’s daily lives.

By founding aru, we commit to sharing the warmth and depth that
arise through dialoguing our design. For example, the temperature
difference of materials can easily affect the tone of the dialogue.
Taking such a difference or how users may feel when holding the
product in their hands, in our opinion, is our care, and this is the
type of quality we want to embed in our design. In terms of prod-
uct quality, the form carved from a block of natural materials has a
more profound feeling than products made in synthetic materials
and people can feel the life of the materials that come within the
form. Furthermore, wood has a natural tendency to patina, and the
more it is used, the more charming it becomes. Such qualities are
not always visible or tangible, but we can sense them. We would
like to convey all of the atmospheres and dialogues that products

create through our design.



Brand Philosophy

aru.® 248

RPNYERILEVWSEDRERPOEFTREICEFEL. BZSRHADERH
CFTHNTRIERDO—HTLLS, DXORPNYRILETHIVITRBENS
CERHEROALEDES LERDD EHTHNBRDEFTOEEZELBSZ
EEZFTT,

SBaruZIEEIFBICHED, MEBHERCHEE>TELON . DOED
WENSEFNDOMEIEPENETY, HIZRLN\YRILORMBKRMICEDLS
R T FIRNEKCOCECREEIRRBVWRY, ZOREZHNCHEIZIC
MBLETHDILEDNKRDDELBDTY, BEODRRARMHNSHISNERN
TKBITAILRBEERDBDRZMOGBHIRUSNK T, AMBBEILES FE
EHOWABLTWERY, ZTMOFTEIPHND TS TELDBENHZE

THAIVEBLULTBASNNEE EEZTVRY,



Our approach to design

Recently we sense people are starting to question how our cur-
rent consumer society is overproducing unnecessary products that
have short lives and how too many of those mass-produced things
surround us. While we have been living for all the convenience
where we are never short of things, we sense people are still not

fulfilled by living in an environment built for efficiency.

“Life” may be a very abstract and generic word to describe, but we
believe life might be about an attitude and how people try to enrich
their quality of life by facing each little detail of their daily situa-
tions. Our way of thinking about design and craft is the same. We
believe in enriching our quality of life through design. This attitude
aru.MEZX A is the pride and the responsibility of artisans, designers, and the

people involved in craftsmanship.
BOTENHDZDHERAL REEESNLHDICERNILETORCEL
DADERBZIBVNTWBESCRAFT. SNEFHOICEFEN. MIEECTHE
BEFTOHDFCANKIBSYMROBETZRZRLTVWBIDABLNEEA,

MEBEDERDEF, . BAEETVWKKRTHD, —D—DD/hERZ
CERCmMEEN., RBRVWRIBZREDILSEHAMBDERBIELERVET,
HEBEDBEDIKDIEHULTODEZABRALTT, RESLWEB XD ETE
ZHEHABZSETIRBZDEDN,. DO ILKDICEDLIABYP T SVRD
BEUTHDL, EELEEZTVET,

Workshop, Keiji Takeuchi design office / =5/ OEARET A VAT R TORMEDKF
Photo taken in Milan, Italy, 2022 8



Design process, Keiji Takeuchi design office /| ERREC& DT H1 Y DB,
Photo taken in Milan, Italy, 2022 10



posH

puLL

A mountain ridge is a boundary created by opposing forces pushing
each other and upheaving the land. The presence of the line rep-

resents a state in which these two forces found a perfect balance.

Door handles are typically used by either being pulled or pushed to
enter other environments. When we design the optimal form fac-
tor for these two opposing actions and merge them, we naturally
arrive at a shape with a ridge in the middle. It is why in this design

collection, we see these edges on the contour of each piece.

For the first collection for aru, we aimed to design handles that
naturally blend into the living space. It looks very serene at first
glance, but when people hold it in their hands, they may sense all

the care we took in each piece.

Keiji Takeuchi

Ridge collection



Ridge collection

RidgedL oy 3V

Ridge (U wY) EFEBTEREEKRLET,. BEFZDDERZALETEL
CBLEVW. BEULTEENDIEBERRTY, CORODEERF . WADHDNSY
AN—FBICRENTVDIREEZRLTCVWEI, SODRidge ILY Y3V DEFH
THZ2UBEE<ZDEQABI VIR R7PEBTHESIK A, ZD0FBHEZE,

—DOEEBEHKRTEABLIEBRBS AV TT,

Ridge D AL O Y3VTE. IRTOTOF I LT, BRICEFTEREICTHBIFZ
CEOIBBHIRBEFFVEZBIBLELUL, EBRLCFICED L. ARBHNKYD
CUEBDNFNSENLDETTT. RPNV RILBEFRTOBHLETTER
CCBWRPAYVRILDDHZZETEENDIENBEZFTOHD AT,

HA &E

Lever handle - Size S, Cherry / LIX\—=/\YRIL S, FzU—
Ridge collection 14



Ridge collection prototypes / Ridge L9 Y3 Y OREERDIKF .
Photo taken in Milan, 2022
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Pull handle - ZFJL/\>KRJL / Ridge collection

Pull handle - Size M, Oak / ZILI\YRIL M, A—%5

Ridge collection



Pull handle - Size S, Black stain / FILI\YRJL S, skt E(F Pull handle - Size M, Cherry / ZILI\YRIL M, FzU—

Ridge collection 20 Ridge collection



CEBLVICARERLBTILINYERIL

BOBIOHMBERCHBODEEZRES WV, HOOTEEBL, Ewo& MTE

3 BELCI7A—NDALENYEIL, RODDHZEDBV72mmORIEED
DY—LLRBHE, VI Y RBROARMNSBLEITShIZKSBRENZSI
S HBE, BACEEBEMOHDELTUNMRLEBRVWI Y FELRERLSN
B3T7HAYTY, KEHBBEBA AR, ATA—ILEHORPICEDSZE
TS5RTB2LvTAVITBHETIOHTT,

RASRAEB. WITNDORT - 5IERPCHRMPBAEELT 70y bT
2IL—VRBTHAYTT, YIVTPREE. AT7r R KT, LR+
SYBEDNTUYIREBCICRELERI, PRI PHIRET—FZELE
BOBHDIVFP S VYRAN36-40mmBED XEPHTZHIU-DFIOIC,
ETHEELET,
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Pull handle - Size S, Walnut ZJLI\YRIL S, D4 —)LF vk
Ridge collection
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Pull plate - ZJLZL —k / Ridge collection

Pull plate - Size S, Oak / ZILFL—k S, A=

Ridge collection



Pull plate - Size S, Oak / ZILFL—k S, A—% Pull plate - Size M, Cherry / ZILFL—F M, FTU—
Ridge collection 26 Ridge collection




RPDEICKES. F>2<DELETILTL—K

EAEDLSCH oKD E LERAIMHHUTY ., AHERPHERETHDOTEN T
ENMSEBLESZERUESEDRPIL—hZ2RANICHERLELELIZY
LTY VY RBTHA YT, FREBED R 7RMABCOBNZEBZ<E
T VNI RBHSENL2DDEHDMDDERT, Y3y TRECER
ThIF. PAIVHBEBSLWEFELCBBIETLEL S,

SIKEEZELWIEE . ZNETNEPFOUSCRIZTIL— DR ZEKRYIC
EZ.TRBCBARABEANERIULETTA YT, N3Vl EMMED
D, RPZRITBZEDNRLAHCHBDODET, UOFEPIUZv Y REMER
BE, RERLBCEBICRIHAETSIRTEDCEITIHTY,
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Pull plate - Size M, Oak / ZILFL—t M, A=
Ridge collection
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Lever handle - L/{—/\>YR)L / Ridge collection

Lever handle - Size S, Oak / LI\—=/\YRJL S, #—2%
Ridge collection



Lever handle - Size S, Black stain / L/X—=/\YRJL S, 8kt £(F Lever handle - Size M, Cherry / LI\—/\YRIJL M, FzU—

Ridge collection 32 Ridge collection



INEWHSZZE EDESHEBR272L/I—/\V I

FILINYRIL, FWTL—rERURFPITSU—TCIHRABRBELBICEWNT
FEREEDZVWLIN—/I\YRILZE . SETICEWNERGHOEINDEULTERUELE,

BEBNMIEARODDOIKRICKOBEE ., MEEABOE LS ZER LI L,
KIERPAOBRMAEDCENYRILBRERATOXYILVYIZRB L RPED
BEREZETEEDC. I IVILBIREDZRUERITR UL, SHAXBFY =5 —
W—LBE VNI RBIBANDRBEREEEZA. NNEBENBITIHTY,
MBAXDEDZR VIV Y FRABRPEBEDRLA—RABREEDI =N
BT4T—ILEaruBRS5TRO/FHTY FREEZRFLH BEDRT/NVRIL
BENBIT IO,
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Lever handle - Size M, Oak / LIX—=/\YRIL M, A—%
Ridge collection



Specifications & Product info

1. Oak
2. Cherry
3. Walnut
4. Japanese indigo
5. Black stain
User manuals / Bt fti3~v=a 7l Pull handle (p.18-23)
Size S - KTO1PH434 Size M - KTO1PHB00
H:434mm H:600mm
D:72mm D:72mm
English W:39mm W:39mm
SP*:400mm SP*:566mm
Japanese
Price list / @it & Pull plate (p.24-29)
Size S - KTO1PP105 Size M - KTO1PP135
E E H:105mm H:135mm
ﬁ . D:62mm . D:62mm
E English W:105mm W:105mm
SP*:24.5mm l SP*:46mm
J
apanese Lever handle (p.30-35)
Size S - KTO1LH105 Size M - KTO1LH130
C ) H:32mm D H:32mm
D:66mm D:66mm

l W:105mm l W:130mm

36 SP* Screw Pitch / SP* XUROEYF



Thoughts behind aru.

It is fascinating to learn the process of woodcraft and how it brings
invisible quality to things. It influences our perception of things
through their touch, warmth, weight or emotional dialogues. Door
handles are very sculptural and tactile objects. When we under-
stand how much difference such quality can impact our quality of
life, it seems natural to inherit the knowledge in our practice. It is

how our collaboration began.

Keiji Takeuchi

aruNOB W

DYROSTROTOLRY, 95T ATIIONCHLSTBETRIRZIEN
BOWEBRICHMNDIERBETHBANTT . FP/N\YRILEETHREZNTSHD
RFICARAICKIDZIATIIIONT.COLSBISTNONBET I VICRE
TBILIEED. BROETFICATRELUZENSZHLSLTKNBDTRERBENT
L&ESH.ZDESBRVNASaru EWSTSVYRNERULELLE,

P—hFALOY—
BN BE

Pull handle - Size M, Japanese Indigo / ZILI\YRIL M, BSR4+ LIS
Ridge collection 38
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Keiji Takeuchi

Born in Fukuoka, Japan. He moved to New Zealand when he
was 15. After graduating from a local college in Auckland, he
entered an art school. During his bachelor degree in product
design, he moved to Paris for a scholarly study at ENSCI-Les

Ateliers in France.

In 2005 he entered Naoto Fukasawa Design in Tokyo. Takeuchi
moved to Milan in 2012 and started freelancing in 2014. In 2016
Takeuchi received the ” Young Japanese talent” award from
Elle Decor Japan. In 2019, he was invited by Jasper Morrison
to work on the “ Social seating” project at Fiskars Art and De-
sign Biennale amongst 18 designers of Morrison’s choice. To-
day Takeuchi collaborates with many international brands in

various design field.

HAR #&E

BEREFN, SRFERZZ21—I-SVYRTASUL RBMTEREEE,
1999F KFEZP(C/VUDENSCI-LES ATELIERSAEZ, 20054, Naoto
Fukasawa Design [CAPFAL. 7TFRICIS/NBE, BHTIS /A T4
ZMBEEF3, 2014FKDBATOFHEHRB L. 20155 [CKeiji Takeuchi
srls 28, WE.AMPUP. BAZRFLO. BAADSIXIXTSVRED
ISRL—YavZEFTVWEREHRRLTVS,

FRREE

2016 EDIDAYoung JapaneseTalent by Elle Deco Japan.
2020 Good Design Award USA

2020 ADI DESGIN INDEX Design for living category.
2021 Archiprodcuts Design Awards

Art director



Lever handle - Size S, Oak / LI\—=/\YRJL S, #—%
Ridge collection
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Products and scenes photos : © Keiji Takeuchi design office, 2022



Our predecessors made most of the daily necessities from wood
and plant fibres that eventually return to the soil without burdening
the natural environment. And along with the lifestyle change, our
predecessors continuously adopted these little changes to have
them fit into our lives. We believe aru products stand as an exten-
sion of such ingenuity. In modern life, we appreciate the value
of what has been formed by predecessors, to which we wish to
return once again. We would like to carefully create things in a
natural material that touches people’s hands and make people ex-
perience true comfort. We made this a rule and the way of manu-

facturing we have chosen.

“Possibly an ideal life could have been like this.”

aru is to create a scene in which people want to cherish their life.
If there are people who look for calm, warm or peaceful moments,
we believe that the collections produced by aru will soon be able

to share lives with many of those people.

aru owner
Yasufumi & Makiko Takahashi

FANLBR £EFARDOEL ZBRRECEBZENTT. PHRTLREESK
PHEVHHTOKD IR U, ZLUTEBKRAOE{LEHC, BSURCHIRD
&5, AULDDZENSZRRESETELDTY, B aruDEBE. 2D
BREHKCESLEALSDEBRIKXROER LICEELEIT,. BROESL
DPT, BUZOEADHNBICIERDIEVWEEZZ, ADFICRNDZEDE,
ANEDHE KT DIRARM T, ADFTTE[CDLB, INZI—ILICLE
Ufco ZNDRTEEDRARZEDDILKDTY,

THUNTBDE. SS5STHIEABULNBVWEEDES U,
aruMBIET DR ESADESLICKRYICLIEWY -V EEHEIT T,
SCOERC, BPHTURDHDITEN. NOHLBEBERDDZADNDDR
5, aruDEAHAEITIL I Y3 VEF, PHRTEZLDAREESLEHRICTES
DTRBUWHEEZTVET,

aru A—7+—
=S5 BEL. BT
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Office

Factory

Web

Company info

1365-1 lwazo, Utsunomiya, TOCHIGI 321-0973,Japan

T321-0973 HARRFP=THESSE1365-1

Tel: +81-28-662-6934

E-mail: info@aru-japan.com

Press: press@aru-japan.com

Sanpaikawagishi, Oyama, TOCHIGI 323-0015, Japan
T323-0015 HARR/NUF=HF/IIF

WWWw.aru-japan.com
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